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DESCRIPTION

In this lesson students will be able to watch professional animal trainers in action at the
Wildlife Encounter Shows. Observing the show will help students identify trained behaviors
and show how wanted behaviors are reinforced.

OBIELTIVES:

Learners will-
examine training for positive reinforcements at Wildlife World Zoo.

SETTING THE STAGE:

Explain what it means when a person uses positive reinforcement to train an animal?

Discuss why is it important to reinforce animals in training?

Ask students how they would reward an animal for doing a behavior that was asked of them.

Discuss how people reward each other.

CUB-LEVEL ACTIVITY:

Give each student a Bring in the Reinforcements worksheet.
Give students appropriate amount of time to finish worksheet.

Have students share their findings when back at the classroom.

TIGER-LEVEL ACTIVITY:
Have students attend a Wildlife Encounter Show (weekdays 10:30, 11:30 and 2:30).

Have students observe the animals and fill out the Training Notes worksheet.

Let students discuss what they saw and summarize what they learned from observing the
animals and people.

CLOSURE:

Encourage students to watch how animals are trained and decide if they would do anything
differently and why.

MATERIALS:

CUB: Time to Bring in the Reinforcements worksheet and writing utensils.

TIGER: Training Notes worksheet and writing utensils.
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exhibit. Look for things like food, shade, hiding places, toys, items to climb on, and
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E Find each animal at the zoo. Write down any reinforcements you can see in its

anything else you think would be reinforcement for that animal. Good Luck!

\.  ANIMALS

N g
| Alligator or Crocodile

Giraffe

X

Kangaroo or Wallaby

()

Penguins

Ly o

Jaguar or Leopard

Opider Monkey or Lemur
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BRING IN THE REINFORCEMENTS
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‘ List of all the animals in the show:

What kind of What is the | Was there any How was the
animal was animal’s behavior and behavior
used? name? what was it? reinforced?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Chose one animal from the show and answer the following questions.

1. What animal did you pick?

2. What kind of behavior was this animal trained to do?

3. Might we see this animal do this behavior if it were out in its natural

environment?

4. How was this animal reinforced for doing the behavior?

5. When was this animal reinforced? Was it reinforced for just sitting there or was it

reinforced for doing what it was trained to do?

7. If you were the trainer, would you have done differently? Why?

8. What other behaviors would you train? How?
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